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China

Chang Yen-Chiang* and Sun Jie**

1	 From Your Own Country, Is There a Unique Perspective of 
International Law?

Looking at the development history of international law in China, the origin 
and development of international law in China have both followed a path of 
legal transplantation.1 With China gradually deepening its participation in 
international governance affairs, international law, as an important guide for 
China’s participation in international governance, its development, and practi-
cal application have been given significant attention.2 Regarding international 
law, China’s current research focuses on exploring and constructing interna-
tional law with Chinese characteristics.3

International law with Chinese characteristics is an important part of 
China’s current international law construction. The construction of inter-
national law with Chinese characteristics aims to observe the world from a 
Chinese perspective, provide theoretical guidance for China to deal with inter-
national governance dilemmas, offer Chinese solutions to global challenges, 
further enhance China’s discourse power in the international community, cre-
ate a favorable external environment for China’s development, and contribute 
Chinese strength to building a community with a shared future for mankind 
and achieving sustainable development.4 International law with Chinese 
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characteristics has three main features: first, international law with Chinese 
characteristics adheres to the guidance of Marxist theory. Marxist theory is a 
scientific summary of social development. Under Marxist international law 
theory, international law should develop towards caring for the well-being of 
the people and focusing on the overall development of humanity.5 Adhering 
to Marxist theory as guidance provides a scientific understanding tool and cor-
rect value guidance for the development of Chinese international law, laying 
the foundation for its development. Under the guidance of Marxist theory, 
international law with Chinese characteristics has always focused on human 
survival and development, emphasized the interests of all humanity, and 
emphasized the construction of multilateral international relations charac-
terized by peace, stability, mutual tolerance, green development, and win-win 
cooperation.6 Secondly, international law with Chinese characteristics is  
guided by Xi Jinping’s thought on the rule of law.7 Xi Jinping’s thought on the 
rule of law is the latest achievement of Marxist legal theory in China and an 
important ideological guide for constructing international law with Chinese 
characteristics. It scientifically addresses the theoretical, institutional, and 
practical issues of building the rule of law with Chinese characteristics and 
profoundly interprets the democratization and legalization of international 
political and economic relations in the context of the profound changes 
unseen in a century.8 It also requires the construction of a world of endur-
ing peace, universal security, common prosperity, openness, inclusiveness, 
cleanliness, and beauty, which is an important guiding ideology for China’s 
participation in international governance, the construction of a new type of 
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international relations, and the international legal order. Xi Jinping’s thought 
on the rule of law provides direction and guidance for building international 
law with Chinese characteristics.9 One of the important contents of Xi Jinping’s 
thought on the rule of law is to coordinate the domestic rule of law and the rule 
of law concerning foreign affairs.10 It clarifies the logical relationship among 
the international rule of law, the rule of law concerning foreign affairs, and 
the domestic rule of law. By taking the rule of law concerning foreign affairs 
as a bridge, it realizes positive interaction between the international rule of 
law and the domestic rule of law and constructs a systematic framework for 
the development of international law with Chinese characteristics.11 Thirdly, 
international law with Chinese characteristics embodies Chinese cultural 
concepts and forms international governance theories with Chinese wisdom, 
providing new value measurements for international governance.12 The devel-
opment history of more than five thousand years of Chinese civilization has 
nurtured profound Chinese culture. Chinese civilization involves various cul-
tural fields such as ideology, morality, political concepts, value pursuits, per-
sonality cultivation, and social ideals, forming a unique cultural discourse 
system that can provide diverse value guidance for constructing the interna-
tional law knowledge system.13 The construction of international law with 
Chinese characteristics has always adhered to the combination with Chinese 
traditional culture, integrating the concepts of “common governance for the 
world,” “people-oriented,” and “harmony” in Chinese traditional culture with 
international governance,14 exporting values from Chinese traditional culture, 
strengthening China’s international influence from the perspective of values, 
enhancing China’s international discourse power, and creating a more friendly 
international environment for China’s survival and development in the interna-
tional community. Adhering to the extraction of new theories of international 
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governance from China’s traditional culture also provides a continuous source 
of innovation for the development of international law.15

Currently, China is actively developing international law with Chinese char-
acteristics and has achieved significant progress. Firstly, China has prelimi-
narily formulated a theory of international law with Chinese characteristics, 
with “a community of shared future for mankind” as its core.16 This theory 
serves as a crucial basis for China’s international discourse power and provides 
important guidance for China’s participation in international governance.17 It 
enables China to confidently address questions related to China, the world, 
humanity, and the era in the future. Since the 18th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China, General Secretary Xi Jinping has made important 
remarks on international law topics, emphasizing China’s active interpreta-
tion of the concept of Chinese characteristics in foreign-related rule of law 
and the construction of a theoretical system of foreign-related rule of law 
with Chinese characteristics.18 Under General Secretary Xi Jinping’s guidance, 
China has further expanded its traditional international law theory centered 
on the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence,19 forming a new era of Chinese 
international law theory with “a community of shared future for mankind” at 
its core. The concept of “a community of shared future for mankind” empha-
sizes values of cooperation, mutual benefit, equality, and consultation, calling 
for States to seek common ground while reserving differences and to develop 
together on the basis of mutual respect and reasonable concern for the inter-
ests of other States.20 This concept serves as the theoretical foundation for 
China’s participation in global governance, and China has interpreted it in 

15		  Li Zhaojie, Legacy of Modern Chinese History: Its Relevance to the Chinese Perspective of the 
Contemporary International Legal Order, 5 Singapore Journal of International & 
Comparative Law 314, 325–26 (2001).

16		  Zhang Hui, Building a Community of Shared Future for Mankind: China’s Vision of the 
International System in the New Era, 1 Wuhan University International Law 
Review 27, 28 (2021).

17		  Zhang Hui, A Community of Shared Future for Mankind – The Contemporary Development 
of the Social Foundations Theory of International Law, Social Sciences in China, 
Mar. 7, 2019 at 187.

18		  Huo Zhengxin, Creating an Extraterritorial Application System of Chinese Law: From the 
Perspective of Advancing the Rule of Law in Domestic and Foreign-Related Affairs in a 
Coordinated Manner, 18 Frontiers of Law in China 531, 532 (2023).

19		  Wei Leijie (魏磊杰), Xin Shidai Zhongguo Guoji Fa Guan de Lilun Goucheng yu Duoyuan 
Shijian (新时代中国国际法观的理论构成与多元实践) [Theoretical Composition and 
Pluralistic Practice of China’s View of International Law in the New Era], Xueshu Yuekan 
(学术月刊) [Academic Monthly], June 20, 2022, at 110.

20		  Chang Yen-Chiang, On Legal Implementation Approaches Toward a Maritime Community 
with a Shared Future, China Legal Science, Mar. 19, 2020, at 5.
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various legal instruments, forming a series of international governance con-
cepts with Chinese characteristics, such as the Belt and Road Initiative and the 
concept of a maritime community with a shared future in ocean governance.21

Secondly, China attaches great importance to international law education 
and has gradually constructed and developed a discipline of international law 
with Chinese characteristics. Xi Jinping’s thought on the rule of law requires the 
cultivation of a high-quality legal team with both morality and talent. Under 
the aforementioned guidance, the training of talents in foreign-related rule 
of law is an important part of China’s development of international law with 
Chinese characteristics.22 In the past, international law was a sub-discipline 
of law mainly divided into three branches: public international law, private 
international law, and international economic law.23 With the development of 
international law with Chinese characteristics, the content of the discipline has 
gradually been enriched and improved, forming a discipline system consisting 
of public international law, private international law, international economic 
law, international commercial law, international dispute resolution law, and 
international legal history.24 The academic research system and talent train-
ing mechanisms of universities have been further improved, and the training 
of talents in the foreign-related rule of law has become more systematic and 
specialized.25 In the future, China will continue to build the discipline of inter-
national law with Chinese characteristics, strongly support the establishment 

21		  See generally Qian Jinyu, A Community with a Shared Future for Human Beings in the Vision 
of Modernization of Global Governance: China’s Expression and Practice, 17 Journal of 
Human Rights 402 (2018).
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际法学科体系的构建) [The Construction of Discipline System for China’s International 
Law in New Era], Wuhandaxue Xuebao Zhexue Shehuikexue Ban (武汉大学学
报(哲学社会科学版)) [Journal of Wuhan University (Philosophy & Social 
Sciences Edition)], Jan. 2, 2024, at 22.
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世界大变局推进国际法研究) [Deepen the Study of International Law Based on Major 
Changes in the World], Renmin Ribao (人民日报) [People’s Daily], July 20, 2020, 
reprinted in Qiushi.com, http://www.qstheory.cn/llwx/2020-07/20/c_1126259311.htm.
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涉外法治人才培养——现状与展望)[Cultivation of Foreign-Related Legal Talents for 
The “Belt and Road” Demand: Current Situation and Prospects], ZhongGuo FaXue JiaoYu 
YanJiu (中国法学教育研究)[China Legal Education Research], Oct. 17, 2019, at 88.
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of relevant disciplines in universities, strengthen reforms in training modes, 
and cultivate high-level talents at the doctoral and master’s levels. China will 
encourage universities to enhance the training of talent in the foreign-related 
rule of law for different legal domains and states, systematically design and 
implement special programs for training talents in the foreign-related rule of 
law, and strengthen the training of professional talents in international law, 
foreign-related law, and specific state laws.26 China will also encourage talents 
in the foreign-related rule of law to participate in international exchanges and 
learnings and support outstanding Chinese arbitration talents in engaging in 
exchanges, appointments, and internships in international organizations or 
well-known international arbitration institutions.27

Additionally, China has explored a path of international law develop-
ment with Chinese characteristics. On one hand, China has begun to adopt a 
holistic and systematic perspective on the development of international law. 
Previously, China tended to consider the development of international law 
in isolation.28 In 2020, Xi Jinping’s thought on the rule of law explicitly pro-
posed the need to coordinate the promotion of the domestic rule of law and 
the foreign-related rule of law.29 Under the guidance of Xi Jinping’s thought 
on the rule of law, China has adopted a holistic perspective on the develop-
ment of international law. China has introduced the emerging concept of 
“foreign-related rule of law,” which closely links the domestic rule of law with 
the international rule of law. From a holistic perspective, China is taking a more 
open and inclusive approach to domestic and international laws, strengthen-
ing the foreign-related elements of China’s domestic law, and incorporating 

26		  Du Huanfang (杜焕芳), Quanmian Ba Wo Shewai Fazhi Rencai Peiyang de Fangwei, Yaosu he 
Weidu (全面把握涉外法治人才培养的方位 要素和维度) [Comprehensively Grasp the 
Orientation, Elements, and Dimensions of Cultivating Foreign-Related Legal Talents], Fazhi 
Ribao (法治日报) [Legal Daily], May 24, 2023, reprinted in Ministry of Justice of 
the People’s Republic of China, https://www.chinalaw.gov.cn/pub/sfbgw/zwgkz-
tzl/xxxcgcxjpfzsx​/fzsxllqy/202305/t20230524_479457.html.

27		  Du Chengming (杜承铭) & Ke Jingjia (柯静嘉), Lun Shewai Fazhi Rencai Guojihua 
Peiyang Moshi zhi Chuangxin (论涉外法治人才国际化培养模式之创新) [An Inno
vative Approach to Cultivating Legal Talents With International Horizon in China], Xiandai 
Daxue Jiaoyu (现代大学教育) [Modern University Education], Jan. 20, 2017, at 
86.

28		  Huang Yao (黄瑶) & Lin Zhaoran (林兆然), Zhongguo Guoji Gongfa Yanjiu Sishinian: 
Licheng, Jingyan yu Zhanwang (中国国际公法研究四十年：历程、经验与展望) 
[Forty Years of Research of International Public Law in China: Historical Process, Experience 
and Prospective], Fa Xue (法学) [Law Science], Oct. 20, 2018, at 25.

29		  Huang Jin, Coordinate Rule of Law Efforts in Both Domestic and Foreign-Related Matters, 
Social Sciences in China, Apr. 2, 2024, at 72.



9China

relevant content from existing international law into domestic law to avoid 
conflicts between domestic and international laws in practical application.30

On the other hand, China is actively pursuing a transformation of its role 
in international governance. The transformation from a participant in global 
governance to a leader in global governance is an important aspect of China’s 
development of foreign-related rule of law.31 In the past, China’s international 
legal knowledge system mainly mirrored Western international legal theories 
and ideas.32 Currently, China is paying more attention to the innovation of 
major theories in international law. By exploring international law theories 
with Chinese characteristics, style, and demeanor, China aims to represent 
itself to the world and provide answers from a Chinese perspective.33

2	 What Has Been Your Country’s Contribution to the Development of 
International Law?

China has made significant contributions to the innovative development of 
international law. Firstly, at the theoretical level, China has formed a series 
of new theories of international governance with the core concept of a com-
munity with a shared future for mankind, providing new perspectives and 
solutions for addressing global governance challenges amid unprecedented 
changes.34 For a long time, China has put forward many original theories 
regarding international governance. In the early days of the People’s Republic 
of China, China proposed the “Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence,” which 
emphasizes that States should respect each other’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity, refrain from aggression, refrain from interference in each oth-
er’s internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence in 

30		  Gu Zuxue, International Law as the Law of Domestic Governance: China’s Propositions and 
Institutional Practice, Social Sciences in China, July 26, 2017, at 158.

31		  Dong & Guo, supra note 9, at 93–113.
32		  He Zhipeng (何志鹏), Zhongguo Zizhu Zhishi Tixi Jiangou de Guojifa Xue Weidu (中国

自主知识体系建构的国际法学维度) [The International Law Dimension of Building 
China’s Autonomous Knowledge System], Zhengfa Luntan (政法论坛) [Tribune of 
Political Science and Law], May 7, 2024, at 30.

33		  Deng Lie (邓烈), “Zhongguo Xuepai” yu Zhongguo Guoji Fa Lilun de Zhengti Xing 
Chuangxin (“中国学派”与中国国际法理论的整体性创新) [“Chinese School” and 
Integral Innovation of Chinese International Law Theory], Fa Xue Pinglun (法学评论) 
[Law Review], July 13, 2022, at 35.

34		  Qian, supra note 21, at 402.
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international relations.35 This principle has been absorbed by the basic prin-
ciples of international law and has been affirmed and improved in subsequent 
exchanges and interactions among States. In the early 21st century, China com-
bined traditional Chinese civilization with the theory of a “Harmonious World,” 
which provided a new value orientation for the development of international 
law, emphasizing the coordinated progress among different civilizations glob-
ally.36 Later, the “Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence,” formed a new era of 
Chinese international law theory with the “community with a shared future for 
mankind” as its core. Under the guidance of the concept of a community with 
a shared future for mankind, China actively establishes communities with a 
shared future with neighboring developing countries, promotes the establish-
ment of a new type of international relations, and advances the establishment 
of a new international political and economic order.37 China has also inter-
preted the concept of a “community with a shared future for mankind” in vari-
ous fields, forming a series of international governance concepts with Chinese 
characteristics.38 In response to the poverty issue existing in the international 
community, China has proposed the concept of “common prosperity for all.”39 
Based on the economic interests of small and weak States globally, China’s 
concept of “common prosperity for all” emphasizes cooperation as the key-
word, aiming to break through the technological barriers faced by developing 
countries and reshape a healthy and orderly economic order through techni-
cal assistance and economic cooperation, thus achieving common prosperity 
among States.40 Energy governance is currently an important issue faced by 
international governance. In response to global energy issues, China, under the 

35		  Jia Guide, New China and International Law: Practice and Contribution in 70 Years, 18 
Chinese Journal of International Law 727, 727 (2019).

36		  He Zhipeng (何志鹏), Cong “Heping yu Fazhan” dao “Hexie Fazhan”: Guojifa Jiazhi Guan 
de Yanjin yu Zhongguo Lichang Tiaoshi (从“和平与发展”到“和谐发展”—国际
法价值观的演进与中国立场调适) [From “Peace and Development” to “Harmonious 
Development”: The Innovation of Mega-Value in International Law and the Position of 
China], Jilin Daxue Sheuil Kexue Xuebao (吉林大学社会科学学报) [Jilin 
University Journal of Social Sciences], July 24, 2011, at 118.

37		  Xiao Xi & Men Honghua, China’s New Strategy for Dealing with Global Governance 
Crisis and Reform, in Chinese Diplomacy in the New Era 117 (2021).

38		  Feng Junqiang, Study on the Practical Path of Building a Community with a Shared Future 
for Mankind, 5 International Journal of Frontiers in Sociology 75, 75 (2023).

39		  Jiangxing Yu, Jianan Ge, Yueqian Xu, & Biao Huang, Debating China’s Common Prosperity 
with Evidence from Policy Practice, Journal of Chinese Governance, 1, 2–4 (2025).

40		  Zhao Xiaochun, In Pursuit of a Community of Shared Future: China’s Global Activism in 
Perspective, 4 China Quarterly of International Strategic Studies, 23, 28 
(2018).
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guidance of the concept of a community with a shared future for mankind,41 
has formulated Xi Jinping’s new era energy concept, which embodies the con-
cepts of international cooperation and sustainable development emphasized 
by the community with a shared future for mankind.42 At the international 
level, it emphasizes promoting international energy cooperation on the prem-
ise of safeguarding national energy security and constructing a dual-cycle 
energy system and an international circulation system. At the same time, it 
is necessary to attach importance to the role of the “rule of law” in ensuring 
energy security, deepen the legal guarantees for energy cooperation under the 
“Belt and Road Initiative”, reconstruct international energy trading rules, and 
form a perfect governance framework around global energy.43

In the face of the dilemma of global ocean governance, China has further 
proposed the concept of a maritime community with a shared future based on 
the concept of a community with a shared future for mankind.44 The concept 
of a maritime community with a shared future can be specifically interpreted 
as a community of shared interests, shared values, and a shared future for 
the oceans. China, therefore, advocates conducting ocean governance based 
on the values of peace, development, fairness, freedom, and democracy.45 
Furthermore, to ensure the orderly and standardized development of ocean 
governance, China believes that a sound legal framework should be estab-
lished at the international level to clarify the responsibilities of each State in 
ocean governance, resort to legal means to resolve disputes between States 
over ocean governance, and ensure the long-term operation of mechanisms 
for ocean governance cooperation.46

Secondly, China has actively translated its new concepts of international 
governance, such as the community of shared future for mankind, into tan-
gible practices, yielding substantial results. Among these endeavors, the most 

41		  Feng, supra note 38.
42		  Pingkuo Liu & Zhaohui Hei, Strategic Analysis and Framework Design on International 

Cooperation for Energy Transition: A Perspective from China, 8 Energy Reports 2601 
(2022).

43		  Kaho Yu, Energy Cooperation Under the Belt and Road Initiative: Implications for Global 
Energy Governance, 20 Journal of World Investment & Trade 243, 257–58 (2019).

44		  Chang, supra note 20, at 12.
45		  Weibin Zhang, Yen-Chiang Chang & Liangfu Zhang, An Ocean Community with a Shared 

Future: Conference Report, Marine Policy, Feb. 19, 2020, at 1, 1.
46		  Meng Li & Yen-Chiang Chang, Legal Order in the World’s Oceans – UN Convention on the 

Law of the Sea, 36 International Journal of Marine and Coastal Law 697, 701 
(2021) (book review).
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prominent is the “Belt and Road Initiative” proposed by China in 2013.47 The 
joint construction of the “Belt and Road Initiative” represents China’s pro-
posal for global open cooperation, improvement of the global economic gov-
ernance system, promotion of global common development and prosperity, 
and the advancement of the building of a community with a shared future for  
mankind.48 It also constitutes a significant contribution to upholding multi-
lateralism and international cooperation. Since the inception of the “Belt and 
Road Initiative”, China has signed over 200 cooperation agreements with more 
than 150 States and over 30 international organizations,49 resulting in over 
3,000 cooperation projects and triggering investment nearing trillions of US 
dollars.50 The Belt and Road projects have become the largest-scale interna-
tional cooperation platform. As 2023 marked the tenth anniversary of the “Belt 
and Road Initiative,” China will continue to advance its construction.51 While 
focusing on the development prospects in traditional areas such as economics 
and trade, production capacity, energy, and transportation, China will also pay 
attention to new fields such as finance, agriculture, poverty alleviation, green 
and low-carbon development, healthcare, and digital innovation. China will 

47		  Gong Hongliu, The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): A China-Specific Approach for Global 
Governance, 8 Journal of WTO and China 36, 36 (2018).

48		  Ruan Zongze, The Belt and Road Initiative Is Shaping a Shared 21st Century, 76 China 
International Studies 5, 5 (2019) (China).

49		  Yan Fujing (严赋憬) & Chen Weiwei (陈炜伟), Woguo Yi yu 152 Ge Guojia, 32 Ge Guoji 
Zuzhi Qianshu Gongjian “Yi Dai Yi Lu” Hezuo Wenjian (我国已与152个国家、32个国际
组织签署共建“一带一路”合作文件) [China has Signed Cooperation Documents for 
the Joint Construction of the Belt and Road Initiative with 152 Countries and 32 International 
Organizations], Xin Hua She (新华社) [Xinhua News Agency] Aug. 24, 2023, 
reprinted in Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Zhongyang Renmin Zhengfu 
(中华人民共和国中央人民政府) [The State Council the People’s Republic 
of China], https://www.gov.cn/lianbo/bumen/202308/content_6899977.htm.

50		  Du Haitao (杜海涛), Li Xiang (李翔) & Luo Shanshan (罗珊珊), Gongtong Ba Zhe 
Tiao Zaofu Shijie de Xingfu Zhi Lu Pu de Geng Kuan Geng Yuan – Xi Jinping Zongshuji 
Guanyu Gongjian “Yi Dai Yi Lu” Zhongyao Lunshu Zongshu (共同把这条造福世界的
幸福之路铺得更宽更远 - 习近平总书记关于共建“一带一路”重要论述综述) 
[ Jointly Widen and Extend This Road of Happiness Benefiting the World – A Summary of 
General Secretary Xi Jinping’s Important Expositions on Jointly Building the “Belt and Road” 
Initiative], Renmin Ribao (人民日报) [People’s Daily] Oct. 16, 2023, reprinted in 
Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Zhongyang Renmin Zhengfu (中华人民共
和国中央人民政府) [The State Council the People’s Republic of China], 
https://www.gov.cn/yaowen/liebiao/202310/content_6909316.htm.

51		  Zhang Li (张丽), “Yi Dai Yi Lu” Changyi Shi Zhounian Huigu yu Zhanwang (“一带一
路”倡议十周年回顾与展望) [Review and Prospect of the 10th Anniversary of the 
“Belt and Road” Initiative], Dui Wai Jing Mao (对外经贸) [Foreign Economic 
Relations & Trade], Apr. 30, 2024, at 23.

https://www.gov.cn/lianbo/bumen/202308/content_6899977.htm
https://www.gov.cn/yaowen/liebiao/202310/content_6909316.htm
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strengthen cooperation with other States to build a community of cooperation 
and mutual achievements.

Another notable contribution from China is the establishment of the 
International Mediation Institute.52 In recent years, there has been an increas-
ing demand for mediation in the international community. However, there 
is currently no intergovernmental international organization dedicated to 
mediation.53 International disputes are still mainly resolved through litiga-
tion, arbitration, etc., which cannot fully meet international demand.54 China 
has responded to the development and demand for international mediation 
by drafting and reaching a joint declaration with like-minded States to jointly 
establish the International Mediation Institute, which specializes in providing 
mediation services and offering friendly, flexible, economical, and convenient 
solutions for various international disputes. In 2022, China signed an agree-
ment with the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government to spec-
ify the establishment of the preparatory office of the International Mediation 
Institute in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.55 In the future, 
negotiations will be organized among governments on issues such as the 
establishment of international conventions for the International Mediation 
Institute.

Thirdly, China attaches great importance to the construction of interna-
tional legal norms.56 As an important member of the international commu-
nity, China consistently respects and adheres to international law, abides by 
recognized international law and basic norms of international relations, fully 
considers relevant international treaties and conventions in its domestic leg-
islation, and actively fulfills its international obligations. China consistently 
and resolutely upholds the international legal system with the purposes and 

52		  Tian Feilong (田飞龙), Zhongguoshi Xiandaihua yu Heping Fazhan Daolu de Zhidu 
Tansuo (中国式现代化与和平发展道路的制度探索) [Institutional Exploration of 
China’s Modernization and Peaceful Development Path], Zhong Tianfu Xinlun (中天
府新论) [New Horizons from Tianfu], May 5, 2023, at 34.

53		  Vassilena Gashparova, Towards Institutionalizing International Mediation, 28 Lex 
Electronica 317, 336 (2023).

54		  August Reinisch, The Proliferation of International Dispute Settlement Mechanisms: The 
Threat of Fragmentation vs. the Promise of a More Effective System? Some Reflections 
from the Perspective of Investment Arbitration, in International Law between 
Universalism and Fragmentation 107 (Isabelle Buffard et al., eds., 2008).

55		  Sun Jin & Ji Xiaoxue, Faqi Jianli Guoji Tiaojie Yuan: Beijing Jichu ji Jinzhan (发起建立
国际调解院：背景、基础及进展) [Establishing the International Organization for 
Mediation: Context, Basis and Progress], Guojifa Yanjiu (国际法研究) [Chinese 
Review of International Law], Nov. 15, 2023, at 4.

56		  Kong & Ping, supra note 2, at 163.
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principles of the United Nations Charter57 at its core,58 serving as a recognized 
builder of world peace, contributor to global development, and defender of 
international order. While firmly upholding existing international legal norms, 
China, guided by the vision of a community with a shared future for mankind, 
actively participates in international governance with a more proactive stance, 
actively exploring research areas, translating Chinese theories into practical 
rules, and directly influencing global governance.59 On one hand, under the 
guidance of the concept of a community with a shared future for mankind, 
China actively participates in the reform of international rules. In the era 
of globalization, economic exchanges among States are becoming increas-
ingly interconnected. China, relying on platforms such as the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), actively contributes to the formulation of rules in mul-
tilateral settings, actively initiates and participates in negotiations on regional 
economic and trade agreements, and makes outstanding contributions to the 
formation and development of bilateral and regional economic and trade 
rules.60 In terms of quantity, China has signed over twenty-two free trade 
agreements,61 and in terms of quality, China-initiated international economic 
and trade rules have also been qualitatively improved.62 For example, the 
Comprehensive Agreement on Investment between China and the EU,63 com-
pleted on December 30, 2020, has moved away from the traditional emphasis 

57		  U.N. Charter (opened for signature on June 26, 1945, and entered into force on October 24, 
1945).

58		  Jia, supra note 35.
59		  See Yun-han Chu, A Reformist, Not a Revisionist: The Emerging Global Role of China, in The 

Decline of the Western-Centric World and the Emerging New Global 
Order: Contending Views 186, 190–200 (Yun-han Chu & Yongnian Zheng eds., 2021).

60		  See Qingjiang Kong & Li Chen, Will China Redefine International Trade Norms?, 16 Asian 
Journal of WTO & International Health Law and Policy 219, 231 (2021).

61		  Xu Lingyuan (徐令缘), Zhongguo Yi Yu 29 Ge Guo Jia He Diqu Qianshuo 22 Ge Zifei Xie 
Ding – Yi Gao Shuiping Kaifang Cujin Huli Gongying (中国已与29个国家和地区签署
22个自贸协定——以高水平开放促进互利共赢) [China Has Signed 22 Free Trade 
Agreements with 29 Countries and Regions – Promoting Mutual Benefit and Win-Win 
Results with High-Level Opening Up], Renmin Ribao Haiwai Ban (人民日报海外
版) [People’s Daily Overseas Edition] Apr. 11, 2024, reprinted in Zhonghua 
Renmin Gongheguo Zhongyang Renmin Zhengfu (中华人民共和国
中央人民政府) [The State Council the People’s Republic of China], 
https://www.gov.cn/yaowen/​liebiao/202404/content_6944500.htm.

62		  Nie Xinwei (聂新伟), Zhidu Xing Kaifang: Lishi Luoji, Lilun Luoji Yu Shijian Luoji (制度型
开放：历史逻辑、理论逻辑与实践逻辑) [Opening-up Based on Institutions: Logics 
of History, Theory and Practice], Caijing Zhiku (财经智库) [Financial Minds], 
Mar. 10, 2022, at 97.

63		  Cristina Elena Popa Tache, The EU-China Road to the Comprehensive Agreement on 
Investment, 12 Juridical Tribune 476, 478 (2022).
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on protecting foreign investment in bilateral investment protection agree-
ments, incorporating content promoting investment openness, fairness, and 
sustainable development, making it a comprehensive and inclusive bilateral 
investment protection agreement including investment liberalization goals.64 
At the same time, China is also concerned about the crises facing the operation 
of the WTO. In 2020, China and some WTO members, such as the EU, reached 
the “Multi-party Interim Appeal Arbitration Arrangement”65 in response to the 
crisis of the WTO Appellate Body’s paralysis, meeting the appeal needs of WTO 
members and maintaining the operation of the WTO dispute settlement mech-
anism. China actively focuses on WTO reform issues, issuing position papers 
on “China’s Position Paper on WTO Reform”66 and “China’s Proposals on WTO 
Reform,”67 providing Chinese wisdom for WTO reform.

On the other hand, China also pays close attention to international legis-
lation in emerging fields. Currently, in international relations practice and 
inter-state competition, there is a trend of expanding from traditional terres-
trial areas to new domains such as the oceans, polar regions, outer space, and 
cyberspace.68 The lack of norms and fragmentation in governance in emerg-
ing fields greatly hinder the deepening of international governance processes. 
China pays close attention to these emerging fields and is deeply involved in 
studying and participating in the establishment of rules in new areas. Among 
them, the formulation and implementation of international law of the sea is 

64		  Gao Yunsheng & Sun Lu, Accord Global d’Investissement Chine-UE et Ouverture de Haut 
Niveau de la Chine [China-EU Comprehensive Investment Agreement and China’s High Level 
Opening Up], 2 Etudes Francaises [French Studies] 100, 107 (2023) (China).

65		  Zhongguo Yu Oumeng Deng Chengyuan Xiang Shimao Zuzhi Tongbao Duofang Linshi 
Shangsu Zhongcai Anpai (中国与欧盟等成员向世贸组织通报多方临时上诉仲
裁安排) [China, the EU and Other Members Inform the WTO of the Multilateral Interim 
Appellate Arbitration Arrangement], Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Shangwu 
Bu (中华人民共和国商务部) [Ministry of Commerce of the People’s 
Republic of China] (Apr. 30, 2020, 7:59 PM), http://m.mofcom.gov.cn/arti-
cle/ae/ai/202004/20200402961036.​shtml.

66		  See Zhongguo Guanyu Shimao Zuzhi Gaige de Lichang Wenjian (中国关于世贸组织
改革的立场文件) [China’s Position Paper on WTO Reform], Zhonghua Renmin 
Gongheguo Shangwu Bu (中华人民共和国商务部) [Ministry of Commerce 
of the People’s Republic of China] (Dec. 17, 2018, 6:39 PM), http://m.mof-
com.gov.cn/article/jiguanzx/201812/20181202817611.​shtml.

67		  See Zhongguo Guanyu Shimao Zuzhi Gaige De Jianyi Wenjian (中国关于世贸组织改
革的建议文件) [China’s Proposal Document on WTO Reform], Zhonghua Renmin 
Gongheguo Shangwu Bu (中华人民共和国商务部) [Ministry of Commerce 
of the People’s Republic of China] (May 15, 2019 4:28 PM), http://images.mof-
com.gov.cn/sms/201905/20190514094326062.​pdf.

68		  Xiao, supra note 24.



16 Chang and Sun

currently a key concern globally.69 China responds to this call, actively par-
ticipates in the institutional construction of the Agreement under the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustain
able Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction 
(BBNJ Agreement),70 and proposes constructive suggestions for the establish-
ment of the BBNJ Agreement. For example, the concept of a community with 
a shared future for mankind advocated by China aligns with the purposes and 
principles of capacity building and marine technology transfer under the BBNJ 
Agreement. During the negotiation process of the BBNJ Agreement, guided by 
the concept of a community with a shared future for mankind, China played 
an important role in the negotiations of the BBNJ Agreement, and China’s 
voice was heard by the world.71

As the status of rules in cyberspace continues to rise, China also attaches 
great importance to cyber governance. China proposes the initiative to build 
a community with a shared future in cyberspace.72 In 2020, China submitted 
the “Global Data Security Initiative”73 to the United Nations General Assembly, 
advocating that all States should be committed to maintaining a peace-
ful, secure, open, cooperative, and orderly cyberspace, respecting national 

69		  Jia, supra note 35, at 727.
70		  Intergovernmental Conference on an International Legally Binding Instrument Under 

the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sus
tainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction, 
Agreement Under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation 
and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction, 
U.N. Doc. A/CONF.232/2023/4 (June 19, 2023).

71		  Bai Jiayu (白佳玉) & Wang Yi (王怡), BBNJ Xie Ding Zhong Neng Li Jian She He Hai Yang Ji 
Shu Zhuan Rang Gui Fan de Shi Yong – Jian Lun Ren Lei Ming Yun Gong Tong Ti Li Nian Xia De 
Zhong Guo Yin Ying (BBNJ 协定中能力建设和海洋技术转让规范的适用——兼论
人类命运共同体理念下的中国因应) [The Application of the Capacity-Building and 
the Transfer of Marine Technology Norms in the BBNJ Agreement: An Inspiration for China 
Under the Vision of a Community with a Shared Future for Mankind], Wuda Guojifa 
Pinglun (武大国际法评论) [Wuhan University International Law Review], 
Nov. 30, 2023, at 35.

72		  Xia Liping (夏立平), Goujian Wangluo Kongjian Mingyun Gongtongti: Yiyi, Neirong yu 
Yingxiang (构建网络空间命运共同体：意义、内容与影响) [Building a Community 
of Shared Future in Cyberspace: Significance, Content and Impact], 10 Renmin Luntan 
Xueshu Qianyan (人民论坛·学术前沿) [Frontiers] May. 31, 2023, at 94.

73		  Quan Qiu Shu Ju An Quan Chang Yi (全球数据安全倡议) [Global Data Security 
Initiative], Xin Hua She (新华社) [Xinhua News Agency] Sep. 08, 2020, reprinted 
in Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Zhongyang Renmin Zhengfu (中华人民
共和国中央人民政府) [The State Council the People’s Republic of China], 
https://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2020-09/08/content_5541579.htm.

https://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2020-09/08/content_5541579.htm
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sovereignty in cyberspace, and advocating for the application of international 
law in cyber governance within the framework of the United Nations.74 Other 
emerging domains, such as polar regions and outer space, are generally con-
sidered as the common heritage of mankind at the international level.75 China 
pays high attention to the international governance of polar regions and outer 
space and explicitly states that the new domains, such as outer space and 
polar regions, are of significant national security importance in its domestic 
legislation. Regarding the international governance of polar regions and outer 
space, China continues to be guided by the concept of a community with a 
shared future for mankind, advocating that States around the world should 
actively engage in international exchanges and cooperation on the basis of 
mutual respect, equality, and mutual benefit, peacefully utilizing outer space, 
international seabed areas, and polar regions to increase the well-being of all 
mankind.76

74		  Ji Yenan (嵇叶楠), Hu Zhengkun (胡正坤) & Guo Feng (郭丰), Cong《Quanqiu Shuju 
Anquan Changyi》Kan Zhong Guo Zai Quanqiu Shuju Anquan Yu Zhili Lingyu de Lichang 
he Jucuo (从《全球数据安全倡议》看中国在全球数据安全与治理领域的立场
和举措) [China’s Stance and Measures in Global Data Security and Governance from the 
Perspective of the Global Data Security Initiative], Zhongguo Xinxi Anquan (中国信
息安全) [China Information Security], May 5, 2021, at 33. (China).

75		  See Carol R. Buxton, Property in Outer Space: The Common Heritage of Mankind 
Principle vs. the First in Time, First in Right, Rule of Property, 69 Journal of Air Law 
& Commerce 689, 699 (explaining that the Outer Space Treaty and the Moon Treaty 
contains common heritage of mankind language) (2004); But cf. Sanjay Chaturvedi, 
Ocean Governance and the Polar Regions: Geopolitics, Law, and Sustainability, 15 Ocean 
Yearbook 475, 520 (2001) (explaining that countries have different perspectives on 
polar regions, in that some argue for territorial claims while others argue for it to be com-
mon heritage of mankind).

76		  Xieshou Goujian Renlei Mingyun Gongtongti: Zhongguo de Changyi yu Xingdong, 
Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Guowuyuan Xinwen Bangongshi (携手构建人类命运
共同体：中国的倡议与行动, 中华人民共和国 国务院新闻办公室) [Working 
Together to Build a Community with a Shared Future for Mankind: China’s Initiatives 
and Actions, Information Office of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China], 
Xin Hua She (新华社) [Xinhua News Agency] Sep. 26, 2023, reprinted in 
Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Zhongyang Renmin Zhengfu (中华人民共
和国中央人民政府) [The State Council the People’s Republic of China], 
https://www.gov.cn/​zhengce/202309/content_6906335.htm.












































































